
 VOL 10 ISSUE 1! DECEMBER 5, 2011

! PAGE 1

This Month

1... Welcome from the Chair

II.. Remembering Danielle     
Forster

III... Upcoming Events

IV... Interviews with New Faculty

VI... The Allure of a Forgotten 
Tradition

Purple Prose
     

     Welcome from the Chair

                                    

Hello Everyone:

 I imagine that we are all thankful that the busy Fall 
term has come to an end. We are all ready for the 

break before the new term 
begins. During these last few 
months, I have had ample 
opportunity to read and hear 
about equity issues at UVIC. I 
look forward to serving women 
faculty and librarians on campus. 
I would like to give my sincere 
thanks to Maneesha Deckha, my 

predecessor for her fine work from 2009-2011. 

The Academic Women’s Caucus (AWC) serves all 
women artists in residence, all women faculty, as well 
as women librarians. We have the financial support and 
ear, if you will, of the Vice-President Academic & 
Provost on issues that are important to us. For 
instance, the AWC will collaborate with others to 
investigate gender differences in salary. After the 
explosive UBC Study, many wondered if there were 
similar discrepancies at UVIC. We will keep you 
posted about on this issue. 

In November, the AWC Steering Committee met with 
the Faculty Association President, Leslee Francis 
Pelton, and Doug Baer to discuss salary, care giving, 
and benefits issues. The meeting was productive and 

we are hopeful that the administration will listen 
thoughtfully to the Faculty Association’s demands.

We will continue the tradition of Publish Without Pain 
and the Faculty Buddy Program. Publish Without Pain 
is a great way to occasionally meet with other women 
faculty and discuss with writing projects. Some will 
share their work and others will speak to other 
important issues. If you would like to find a Publish 
Without Pain group, please contact me. The Buddy 
Program is a great way to network outside of your 
unit and have someone to bounce ideas off or just 
check in with about research, teaching, or work-life 
balance conversations. I have heard from several 
continuing or senior women faculty and have paired 
two buddies. If any additional new or more junior 
faculty would like a buddy, please contact me. 
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Welcome, everyone, 
to the new academic 
year. I am very 
pleased to serve as the 
Chair of the Academic 
Women’s Caucus and 
to continue the excit-
ing work Lynne 

Marks, my predecessor, and other past 
Chairs have initiated over the past two 
decades. I am grateful for their leader-
ship and hope to expand the model of 
inclusive collaboration in the coming 
year.  
 
For those new to 
the Caucus, it is an 
organization that 
represents the inter-
ests of academic 
women at the Uni-
versity of Victoria 
and includes all 
female artists-in-
residence, sessional 
and senior instruc-
tors, those hired 
under limited term 
appointments, and 
librarians and fac-
ulty at the University of Victoria. It 
aspires to link academic women to-
gether and serves as a vehicle to com-
municate our views to the Vice-
President Academic & Provost on mat-
ters that affect us. 
 
It is with great pleasure that I present 
our first issue of Purple Prose, the e-
newsletter of the Caucus. Purple Prose 
is the primary vehicle for the Caucus to 
inform its members and the wider com-
munity of its activities and to showcase 
the research, teaching and community 
service of its members that relate to the 

mandate of the Caucus. The Caucus 
invites submissions to Purple Prose. If 
you would like to contribute text, art-
work or simply wish to discuss article 
ideas , please contact me at 
mdeckha@uvic.ca or 250.721.8175. 
Previous issues and further details about 
how to become more active in the Cau-
cus are available on our website at 
http://web.uvic.ca/awc/index.php. 
Please visit us there for the most recent 
updates. 
 
In this first issue you will find introduc-
tions to the newly established Steering 

Committee that, along with the Chair, 
collaboratively guides the activities of 
the Caucus as its governing body.  I am 
thrilled to have the input and expertise 
of such an accomplished set of col-
leagues and would like to express my 
thanks to each for graciously agreeing 
to serve on the Steering Committee this 
year. We have some returning faces as 
well as new recruits. I invite you to get 
to know more about this year’s Steering 
Committee by reading about their back-
grounds and interests in this issue. The 
Caucus strives to represent various 
forms of diversity on the Steering Com-

mittee, including discipline diversity. In 
that regard, I would love to hear from 
any members in the Faculty of Science 
who may be interested in serving on the 
Steering Committee this year. 
 
This first edition also outlines some of 
perennial programs and events of the 
Caucus (the Buddy Program for new 
hires, Publish Without Pain for those 
seeking a writing buddy or group, and 
the Annual Reception) as well as show-
cases the current work of one of our 
related organizations (the Minority and 
Indigenous Women Instructors’ Net-

work). This edition 
also shares the recent 
issue-based activities 
the Caucus has fo-
cused on already this 
term (supporting the 
activities of the UVic 
Childcare Action 
Group). 
 
An underlying current 
of all of these and 
other Caucus activities 
is the concern about 
power and substantive 

equality that influences the workings of 
the university context. Much of the 
Caucus’ work is devoted to improving 
the professional aspects of its members’ 
lives as they navigate the multiple rela-
tionships in which they are embedded in 
academia. Often, systemic forces and 
social constructions of difference in-
form these relationships. In thinking 
about these matters, the Caucus typi-
cally adopts a broad view to examine 
how these social, cultural and economic 
forces and pressures help structure the 
experiences of academic women and 
impact on their ability to exercise or  
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CONTINUED...

In Memory of Danielle Forster

Danielle Forster, 
UVic's rare books 
and information 
services librarian, 
died suddenly on 
Aug. 28. She was 
54.
 
Danielle started 
working at the 
library in 2004. 
She was hired to 
be the acting 
electronic 
resources librarian 
while a librarian 
was on mat leave. 
She chaired our e-
books committee  
– guiding the 

group through various platforms and coming up with 
procedures and policies for buying e-books. When the 
special collections librarian went on study leave, 
Danielle moved into Special Collections and was 
involved with moving the unit from its old space to the 

new space in the Mearns Centre. She also took on 
responsibility for English and Rare books then.
 
In September 2008, Danielle assumed responsibilities for 
the departments of French, Religious Studies and 
Women’s Studies and she maintained blogs for her 
subjects, took French classes to improve her command 
of the language, communicated regularly  with faculty 
and students, taught many, many library  research classes 
to students and was heavily involved in committees in 
the library and on campus.
 
More recently Danielle was involved in Old Books in 
New Libraries lecture series. She coordinated the 2009 
exhibition of Cy Fox/Whydham Lewis Collection and 
edited and published The Lion and the Fox exhibition 
catalogue – which won the 2010 ACRL Rare Books and 
Manuscripts Section American Book Prices Current 
Exhibition Award – (Division 1 and 2 were won by 
Princeton) The Division Three (inexpensive) winner is 
“The Lion and the Fox: Art and Literary Works by 
Wyndham Lewis from the C.J. Fox Collection,” 
submitted by the Special Collections Department at  the 
University  of Victoria Libraries. The judges had this to 
say about the catalogue:
 
“This is a remarkably handsome catalog that one judge 
assumed had to be Division 2 (moderately expensive), 

We have some exciting initiatives slated for this school 
year. In January, we will collaborate with UVIC 
Communications (UComm) and offer a workshop, 
“Media Readiness,” which will inform AWC members 
about the host of ways that UComm can help you 
refine your listing on UVIC’s Expertise Database, as 
well as your readiness for speaking to the media. This 
workshop is designed for new faculty or returning 
faculty who have not worked with UComm previously.  

During the Spring, we will hold an event in honor of 
International Women’s Day. Look for more information 
on the AWC listserv in mid February. 

We look forward to your contributions of articles or 
artwork to the next issue of Purple Prose. Please 
contact me at jaragon@uvic.ca or 250-853-3582. You 
can also visit our website at http://awcuvic.com/.

- Dr. Janni  Aragon 

mailto:jaragon@uvic.ca
mailto:jaragon@uvic.ca
http://awcuvic.com/
http://awcuvic.com/
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assumed had to be Division 2 (moderately 
expensive), but somehow they brought it off more 
inexpensively,” Noble remarked. “It’s a first-rate 
example of the donor-driven catalog that says, to 
paraphrase quite radically, ‘Here’s my collection, 
here’s why it’s interesting, and here’s how it made 
me more interesting than I would have been 
otherwise.’ There’s no reason why a catalog 
shouldn’t be fun to read, as this one is, simply 
because of the personality that inhabits and shapes 
it.”
 
Danielle became a full-time permanent employee of 
UVic in May this year, with responsibility for rare 
books, the special collections staff, and her subjects. 
She was excited to be learning so much and she felt 
happy and lucky to be doing what she loved. 
- Tracie Smith

We both really enjoyed the novel:
 The elegance of the hedgehog / Eleėgance du 
heėrisson by Muriel Barbery ; translated from the 

French by Alison Anderson.
- Caron Rollins

Danielle infused a quiet but fervent passion into the 
promotion of our treasured collections. She worked 
extensively and tirelessly with faculty and staff to 
create symposiums, exhibitions and student interest 
in our rare books and manuscripts. The Library has 
established a fund in Danielle’s name: The Danielle 
Forster Special Collections Endowment. This 
fund will serve the purpose of providing Special 
Collections and Archives with the means to hire a 
student who will assist with priority projects. 
Preference will be given to a student who intends 
to pursue post-secondary education in the fields 
of library, archival or museum studies. The goal 
is to build this fund to $25,000 at which time it 
will be endowed and remain with the library in 
perpetuity. For further information on this fund 
or to donate please contact Christine Roome; 
250-472-2027 or croome@uvic.ca.
 - Marnie Swanson

 Celebrating Another Great Semester!

 AWC Annual Wine and Cheese
Date: December 6

Time: 3 - 5 PM
Location: Wild Rose Room, University Club

 

mailto:croome@uvic.ca
mailto:croome@uvic.ca
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MEET OUR 
NEW FACULTY

WELCOME...

Dr. STEPHANIE 
WILLERTH

Stephanie Willerth is an assistant 
professor in the faculty of 
Biomedical Engineering at UVic.  
Stephanie completed 
undergraduate degrees in 
Biology and Chemical 
Engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Stephanie received 
her Ph.D in Biomedical 
Engineering from Washington 
University, as well as her NIH 
sponsored postdoctoral 
fellowship at the University of 
California-Berkeley.

Dr. Willerth found herself 
interested by the space shared by 
biological research and 
engineering, finding that the 
study of stem cell biology 
combined both schools.  Her 
desire to lead a research 
laboratory, on top of her 
interests, lead her to her current 
career at UVic. 

Dr. Willerth mentioned 
memorable research moments as 
when, during her post doc work, 
she developed a novel method 
for analyzing HIV mutations. 

This technique has been applied 
to the analysis of, and the 
creation of more developed 
treatments of AIDS. 

Her current work at the Willerth 
Laboratory of UVic involves the 
engineering of tissues with stem 
cells, particularly directed at the 
generation of neural tissue like 
that of the spinal cord. Her 
current objective with her work 
is to develop 3D biomaterial 
scaffolds that direct stem cells to 
differentiate into neural tissue 
similar to that which is found in 
the spinal cord.

Dr. Willerth’s passion for her 
career comes from many 
elements, including her ability to 
bring ‘real life examples’ of her 
work into her teaching. She 
expresses how stem cell biology 
is an exciting, continuously 
evolving field, giving an example 
of how the first embryonic stem 
cell derived therapy is being 
tested in clinical trials. Stephanie 
is looking forward to the results 
of these tests!

Although Dr. Willerth loves her 
work, she mentions that, should 
she have chosen another career, 
she would have been a car 
designer! She hails from Kansas 
City, Missouri. She and her 
husband Gary reside in Oak Bay, 
a neighborhood that she enjoys 
for its community feel and 
proximity to the coastline. Dr. 
Willerth enjoys reading books 

such as “Game of Thrones” and 
“In the Garden of Beasts”,  and 
has a few chuckles over 
television shows like "It's Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia" and 
"Arrested Development".

UVic is grateful to have Dr. 
Willerth on campus!

_______________________

Dr. LEIGH ANNE 
SWAYNE

Dr. Leigh Anne Swayne is an 
Assistant Professor in the faculty 
of Medical Sciences and the 
Island Medical Program at UVic. 
She studies ion channel 
regulation in the birth of new 
neurons in the postnatal brain 
from neural stem cells. She 
completed her undergrad at 
Guelph university, where her 
father worked as a computer 
science professor. Her PhD in 
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in Neuroscience came from U of 
Calgary at the Hotchkiss Brain 
Institute. Dr. Swayne received 
her first postdoc from the South 
of France, and the CNRS in 
Montpellier. Her second post doc 
was from the U of Ottawa. Dr. 
Swayne continues to refer to the 
mentorship she received 
throughout her studies as playing 
a great role in her development. 

Dr. Swayne found her way to her 
career through her motivation to 
learn about cell biology and 
disease, as well as her love for 
academia, the history of science, 
and discovery. Her current work 
goals involve the identification of 
targets for brain repair, and 
understanding whether or not 
neural regeneration is a viable 
therapeutic target in the injured 
adult brain. Dr. Swayne also 
wishes to better comprehend the 
concerted functions of different 
ion channels in the birth of new 
neurons.  

Dr. Swayne’s favorite moments 
on the job involved her first time 
with getting a seal on a cell 
membrane while learning whole 
cell voltage clamp 
electrophysiology. Other 
memorable times involve her 
students’ successful 
troubleshooting of experiments.  
She finds her job stimulating, 
challenging, and appreciates the 
enthusiasm of her students. She 
describes science as a puzzle, 

constantly changing, providing a 
fascinating perspective on life, 
and creative in that new pieces 
are always being added to this 
puzzle. She is exhilarated by the 
diversity of perspectives that are 
needed to understand the 
complex functions of the brain, 
expressing the innovative 
research always coming from this 
field of neuroscience that is, to 
her, a flux that is a great deal still 
unknown. 

Dr. Swayne in Ghent, Belgium

If Dr. Swayne was not in her 
field of neuroscience, she would 
have become a fiction writer, 
worked for the UN, or taught 
language. Born in Kitchener-
Waterloo, she’s lived all over the 
world, such as Calgary, France, 
and Ottawa. She currently resides 
with her husband, two small 
dogs, and listens to passionate 
music, whether tragic, happy, 
contemporary, or classical. Dr. 
Swayne hints that she may be 
addicted to......British and 
Scandinavian mystery books! 
She loves Ian Rankin, Peter 
Robinson, PD James, Henning 
Mankell, Arnaldur Indridasson, 
and says “it’s pretty bad, actually, 

it’s almost like I eat them”, 
adding that she’s “in a bit of a 
lull right now waiting for them to 
write new books”. Beyond her 
affair with novels Dr. Swayne 
enjoys sports, Olympic weight 
lifting, nature time, and movies. 
You might find her in her 
favorite beach in Victoria that she 
finds perfectly peaceful and 
beautiful, and will not name to 
keep the tourists away!

Dr. Swayne has a great sense of 
humor, laughing her way through 
many episodes of life, as she 
claims to do many silly things 
and find herself in ironic 
situations.

Dr. Swayne is a wonderful 
addition to the UVic Campus!

- Chandra Merry

__________________________
__________________________

Wanting to Submit an 
Article?

Email jaragon@uvic.ca
or Phone: 250-853-3582

For more about the AWC, 
be sure to visit our 

website at

 www.awcuvic.com
__________________________
__________________________

mailto:jaragon@uvic.ca
mailto:jaragon@uvic.ca
http://www.awcuvic.com
http://www.awcuvic.com
http://www.awcuvic.com
http://www.awcuvic.com
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THE ALLURE OF A 
FORGOTTEN 
TRADITION

A Week in the Life of a 
Stay-at-Home Academic 

Mother

On the first week of 
my study leave, I was forced 
to realize that my body and 
soul needed a rest. Doesn’t 
one of those gurus of self-
improvement claim that, 
when you devote all your 
energy to cutting down trees, 
eventually you have to stop 
to sharpen your saw? 
According to that logic, I 
decided to put aside one 
week to relax and recharge 
my batteries. I wasn’t going 
to work, I wasn’t going to 
think about my research, 
either the unfinished book 
manuscript or the revise-and-
resubmit articles left on my 
office desk. Freed of 
professional duties, I felt like 
a stay-at-home mother. I also 
felt a deep-seated curiosity: 
what would it be like to have 
a full week to myself to join 
the cohort of educated North 
American women who decide 
to put their careers on hold to 
devote time and energy to 
their families?

Monday rolled around 
and the alarm clock went off 
at the usual time. My 
children, aware of my plan, 
tried to convince me that it 
wasn’t fair of me to stay 
home and that they should 
keep me company. I 
staunchly refused to cave in 
and proceeded through the 
morning routine as usual, but 
with a sense of expectation. It 
was my week off. It wasn’t 
really a vacation, but it was 
something different, a time in 
which I would impose no 
other duty upon myself but 
that of not thinking about 
research. I was hoping for 
mildly dry weather to walk 
on Dallas Drive and be 
outdoors for most of the time, 
but, because it was January in 
the northern hemisphere, I  
had to settle for heavy rain, 
which gave me more time to 
think and reflect on my new, 
though temporary, status. 
Although the idea was to 
disconnect, to move away 
from my work on maternal 
narratives, I couldn’t carry 
out my plan to the point of 
being oblivious to the 
implications of my decision. 
In other words, I was still 
pondering the maternal 
dilemma, so present in 
contemporary women-
authored novels. In fact, if 
there is one fixed point in my 
life, something that provides 

me with an enduring sense of 
identity, it is the presence of 
my two children. I could take 
a break from work, but not 
from mothering. What was I, 
then, if not a temporary stay-
at-home mother? 

From that vantage 
point, I could not help 
reflecting on the political and 
feminist implications of my 
one-week experience. I felt 
elated by the thought of five 
consecutive days off, five days 
that stretched in front of my 
like a Promised Land. On day 
one, I reconnected with old 
friends and old, neglected 
hobbies. I took up knitting, 
something I had learned in 
elementary school and 
practised on and off under my 
mother’s guidance back in 
Italy. So I knitted a drawstring 
bag for my soon-to-be-teenage 
daughter. We looked for 
images and patterns on the 
internet and added our 
personal touch. By day two, 
the basic design of the bag 
was done; I had bought more 
yarn, completed the main part 
of the purse and was ready to 
add some decorations. While 
my daughter decided on the 
style of the handles, I thought 
of ways of adding more 
colour and character to the 
purse. Again I turned to the 
internet for inspiration and 
began to crochet a purple 
flower. I played the Youtube 
tutorial so many times that my 
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CONTINUED...
children knew it by 

heart: “chain five, double 
crochet, chain five, double 
crochet.” My flower actually 
looked like a heart, but it was 
cute and we attached it to the 
bag that now really looked 
great. While I was pondering 
major knitting projects, I 
realized the the paycut looming 
on the horizon would affect my 
own purse. Better stick to the 
kitchen. For the first time in my 
life, and in the life of at least 
three generations of women, I 
made bread. Yes, homemade 
bread. Although, or rather 
because I grew up in Italy where 
freshly baked bread is a staple, I 
never knew anybody who made 
her own bread. Certainly not my 
mother whose hands have 
seldom come in contact with 
flour; not my grandmother who, 
though an excellent cook, 
always visited the local bakery; 
not even my great-grandmother 
who lived in front of the best 
bakery in town. I still remember 
the scent of the five p.m. 
focaccia wafting through the 
afternoon air the summer we 
spent in her house. Who would 
have thought of making bread 
when one could get the most 
delicious loaves, panini, 
focaccia, pizza and pastries all 
in one shop? 

The idea of making 
bread was definitively a rather 
whimsical one. My university 
educated mother would 
consider it an eccentricity and 
would not understand my 

choice to spend time in the 
kitchen rather than doing 
something more intellectually 
sophisticated. She who had no 
interest in cooking, home décor, 
gardening; she who had been 
invited to enter medical school, 
she who was a professional 
woman when Simon de 
Beauvoir was writing The Second 
Sex, she who, although not a 
self-declared feminist, in her 
daily life incessantly exposed 
the dark side of the “feminine 
mystique,” had a daughter who 
would spend her vacation time 
cooking or crocheting. I confess 
I haven’t told her, and since she 
does not speak English, she will 
never find out by reading this. 
She wouldn’t understand. Do I 
understand? How can I have 
chosen to return to the kitchen, 
to do all the things that poor 
peasant women did for 
centuries before they could 
actually be freed from those 
burdens? The question baffles 
me. 

The only answer I can 
find is that making bread in 
Victoria, BC is considered a 
rather sophisticated enterprise. I 
had spent quite a bit of time 
reading a beautifully illustrated 
book, the Art of Artisan Bread at 
Munro Books the previous day. 
Since bread has become a 
luxury, since handmade objects 
and food are now rare in a 
world of mass produced goods, 
I felt inspired to give it a try and 
I was actually caught with my 
hands in the dough. Still the 
question remained. Why was I 
returning to such a conventional 

life-style? Why was I resorting 
to one of the most traditional 
and stale gender roles after so 
many years in academia? Most 
of all, why were all my 
Facebook friends so enthusiastic 
about it? 

Coincidentally, it was mostly 
academic women living on this 
side of the Atlantic who liked 
my posting and commented on 
it. In spite of the fact that I had 
purposely written about my 
baking adventure in Italian, 
none of my Italian friends took 
any interest in it. I could count 
on their messages when I wrote 
about the visit of the award 
winning Italian writer Paolo 
Giordano, but not when I 
recounted my adventures in 
baking. Maybe one has to be 
away from Europe to find joy in 
making bread. One probably 
has to be remote from that 
simple lifestyle to appreciate it, 
to crave, to embrace it, if only 
for a couple of days. 

By Thursday I had 
broken my promise and was 
back at the UVic library to get 
some books. On Friday, I was in 
front of the computer, trying to 
make sense of my decisions, 
pondering the eternal question 
of what it means to be a 
working academic mother in a 
postfeminist era. On Monday, 
I’ll be back to work, 
remembering the aroma of 
homemade bread.  

   - Marina Bettaglio, Hispanic and 
Italian Studies


